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negotiations were entered upon, but Waldemar be-
fooled the deputies from the cities, wasting their
time with idle discussion of irrelevant matters, and
refusing to come to a real agreement. After long
and fruitless debate the ambassadors of the Hansa
towns departed home anxious and discouraged.
Ten weeks after their return the cities were startled
by the terrible news that Waldemar, in a time ol
perfect peace, without previous warning or declaration
of war, had suddenly invaded the island of Gothland,
and seized, sacked, and plundered the rich city of
Wisby, the northern emporium of the Hansa's wealth.

Such a blow was aimed not only at Wisby, but
at all the Hanseatic towns ; from that moment diplo-
matic negotiations with Waldemar were no more to
be thought of. This act meant war ; war at all costs
and at all risks,

"In the year of Christ 1361 King Waldemar of
Denmark collected a great army, and said unto them
that he would lead them whither there was gold and
silver enough, and where the pigs eat out of silver
troughs. And he led them to Gothland, and made
many knights in that land, and struck down many
people, because the peasants were unarmed and unused
to warfare. He set his face at once towards Wisby.
They came out of the town towards him, and gave
themselves up to the mercy of the king, since they
well saw that resistance was impossible. In this
manner he obtained the land, and took from the
burghers of the town great treasures in gold and
silver, after which he went his ways."

Thus the contemporary chronicler of the Francis-